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Enquiries: 

SWFI Federation Office, The Cornerstone, Common Road, Stafford.  ST16 3EQ 

Tel 01785 223838   Email: admin@sfwi.org 

Website: https://sfwi.org 

 

Staffordshire Federation of 

Women’s Institutes 

2026 County Show Schedule 
 

A Day at the Seaside

Wednesday 27th and Thursday 28th May 2026 

County Showground, Stafford ST18 0BD 

Closing Date for entries:  Thursday 14th May 
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County Show Preview Evening 

This year SFWI have decided to review our County Show attendance, marquee 

and schedule.  As part of this review the decision has been made not to hold      

a Preview Evening. 

 

Review of County Show 

We would like to know how you view our attendance at The County Show for 

the future.  Please email your comments to The Cornerstone.  Email address: 

admin@sfwi.org. 
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Staffordshire Federation of Women’s Institute 

Schedule of classes for the 2026 Staffordshire County Show 

Overall theme for all displays, entries and marquee: 

‘A Day at the Seaside’ 

Exhibits to be staged by members between 8:30am and 11:30 am on Tuesday 

26th May.  Late entries will not be accepted on the setting up day.   

Exhibits must not be removed before 5:00pm on Thursday 28th May.  The 

Committee accepts no responsibility for exhibits not collected by 6pm.  

Collecting Exhibits  

There is no access for vehicles into The Showground when collecting exhibits.  

Access to The Showground is on foot only.   

Parking is available at the public car park, access for which is opposite the main 

entrance gates; once parked, you would cross the road and access the 

Showground via the main gates.  There will be traffic management in place to 

allow you to cross the road safely.  Alternatively, you can park after 5pm in the 

Red Car Park.  This is clearly signposted and is on the same side of the road as 

the main entrance gates. Please tell the stewards on entering the car park you 

are collecting exhibits, and they should then allow you to park.  Walk along the 

roadway in the car park towards the stewards Kiosk.  Again, explain you are 

collecting exhibits and make your way up the left-hand slope and the WI 

marquee will be in front of you on the left.  

Notes for Exhibitors 

All Classes – Exhibits must fit the class theme 

Craft Exhibits 

1. Exhibits must not have been entered on an SFWI County Show previously 

2. All exhibits should be in pristine condition and made within the last 2 years 

3. All Staging is to be free standing – back boards may be used but will not be 

provided. 

4. All entries will be judged by the 2021 Edition of “On with the Show”.  

Judges’ decisions are final. 
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Co-operative Classes 

In both classes, the table will be covered in green fabric and exhibits will be 

viewed from the front.  Each WI may enter more than one exhibit in co-

operative classes. 

 

 

 

Class 1: Co-operative Produce A Beach Picnic 

Produce needs to reflect the theme of what you might find in a beach picnic.  
Three items of produce using 3 different methods. 
 
Accessories may be used.  A base board of not more than 76 cm/30 “wide 
and 61cm/24” deep may be used, height unlimited. All items will be moved 
for judging and will be replaced uncovered.  The entry must be the work of 
more than one member. 
Items will be judged following the individual “On with the Show” criteria. 
Staging and Interpretation scores will also be given to create an overall max 
score of 100. 
 

 

Class 2: Co-operative Handicraft The Beach Hut 
Three items of craft using 3 different methods. 
Craft items themselves need to reflect the theme of a Beach Hut, not just the 
materials they are made from. 
 
Accessories may be used.  A base board of not more than 76 cm/30 “wide 
and 61cm/24” deep may be used, height unlimited. All items will be moved 
for judging and will be replaced uncovered.  The entry must be the work of 
more than one member. 
Items will be judged following the individual “On with the Show” criteria. 
Staging and Interpretation scores will also be given to create an overall max 
score of 100. 
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Classes for Individual SFWI Members 

N.B. The maximum number of entries is two per person per class, except for 

photography which is four entries per W.I. 

Novice classes are open to members who have not won a first place in that class 

at a previous County Show. 

 

Produce 

Class 3: Produce Three Savory Scones 

 
1. Savory scones of even shape, size and colour 
2. Can be own recipe 

 

Class 4: Preserves Chutney suitable for a Picnic 

 
1. A chutney made at least two months prior to the Show 
2. Jars should be plain and suitably sealed. 
3. Lids should be plain with a plastic lining or a new rubber seal 
4. Label should state name of the preserve and day, month and year of making 
 

Class 5: Novice Produce Biscuits 

Five decorated biscuits with a seaside theme 
 

1. Any recipe can be used. 
2. Decorations do not need to be identical on each biscuit 
3. All need to be of an even size but not necessarily the same shape 
 

Handicraft 

Class 6:  Handicraft – any medium A seaside themed item 

 
1. Will be marked against Craft criteria using individual skill notes from ‘On with the 

Show’ 
2. To be no more than 30cm/12” in any direction 
3. Any medium 
 

Class 7: Handicraft A Beach Bag 

 
1. Any suitable fabric 
2. Maximum size 30cm/12” in any direction excluding handles 
 

Class 8: Novice Handicraft An item incorporating actual Seashells 

 
1. Any suitable medium, not drawn or painted 
2. No larger than 25.5cm/10” in any direction 
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Floral Art 

Class 9: Floral Art A Seaside Display 

A floral exhibit to reflect the theme of A Day at the Seaside. 
 
Exhibits will be judged from the front.   
Space allowed 61cm/24” square, height unlimited.  Accessories may be used.  The table 
will be covered in green fabric. 

Class 10: Floral Art – Foliage to 
Dominate 

To reflect Flora found in Coastal Regions 

A foliage-based exhibit to reflect flora found in coastal regions 
Grasses may be used in this exhibit. 
Exhibits will be judged from the front.   
Space allowed 61cm/24” square, height unlimited.  Accessories may be used.  The table 
will be covered in green fabric. 

Class 11: Novice Floral Art Arrangement incorporating a Bucket and Spade 

A floral exhibit incorporating a bucket and spade. 
Space allowed 30cm/12” square, height unlimited. 

Photography 

Class 12: Photography A typical day on a promenade 

 
The photograph is to be presented on a plain white mount measuring 8” x 10” (22.5cm x 
25.5cm) including the mount.  No professional photography is allowed in this class.  
Please provide a suitable stand.  Photographs must have been taken by the entrant. 
 
N.B. Oversized, unmounted and framed photographs will not be judged.  Photographs 
must not have been entered in a previous County Show.  This class is restricted to a 
maximum of four entries per WI. 
 

Art 

Class 13: Art Create a picture of a scene by the sea 

This is an open class.  
 
The picture should be suitable for hanging.  It can be in any medium but any work on 
paper should be framed and glazed.  No entry is to have any side more than 61cm/24 in 
when glazed.  A table easel should be provided.  N.B.  Oversized entries will not be 
judged.   

Children’s Class 

Class 14: Children’s class Create a kite to fly at the seaside 

 
Any medium, to be no more than 30cm/12” in any direction, excluding the tail. 
 
This class is in three sections, up to 6 years, 7-12 years of age. And 12-18 years.  All 
entrants will receive a Certificate. 
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Trophies 

Class 1 A Beach Picnic The Co-operative Produce Trophy 

Class 2 The Beach Hut The Co-operative Craft Trophy 

Class 3 Savory Scones The Individual Produce Trophy 

Class 4 Chutney suitable for 
Picnic 

The Salloway Cup for Individual Produce 

Class5 Decorated Biscuits The Linda Hurley Cup 

Class 6 Seaside themed item The SFWI Individual Craft Trophy 

Class 7 A Beach Bag The SFWI Rosebowl 

Class 8 Item incorporating 
seashells 

The Novice Craft Trophy 

Class 9 A Seaside Display The Hilderstone Floral Art Trophy 

Class 10 Flora to reflect Coastal 
Regions 

The Sylvia Kelly Trophy 

Class 11 Arrangement 
incorporating Bucket and 
Spade 

The Novice Floral Art Trophy 

Class 12 Day on the Promenade The Sylvia Newell Trophy 

Class 13 A scene by the Sea The Arthur Price Silver Plate 

Class 14 Create a Kite Certificate 

 

 The Staffordshire 
Building Society 
Rosebowl 

Best Item of Handicraft in the show 

 The Aston and 
Willoughbridge Cup 

Best Item of Produce in the show 

 The Lichfield Mercury 
Cup 

Best Exhibit of Floral Art in the show 

 The 85th Anniversary Cup Awarded to the WI with 30 members or less who gain 
the most points award to winning entries (1st – 3rd) 

 The Cornerstone Cup Awarded to the WI with more than 30 members who 
gain the most points award to winning entries (1st – 
3rd) 

 The Best in Show Cup Awarded to the best overall entry in the opinion of 
the judges 

 Staging and Display 
Trophy 

Awarded to the best staging and display in classes 1 
and 2 

 

 

Prizes  

Winners of classes 1 and 2; 1st - £12.00, 2nd - £8.00, 3rd - £4.00 

Winners of classes 3-11 and 12 and 13; 1st - £7.00, 2nd - £5.00, 3rd - £3.00 
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Guidelines 

 

1. Entry fees are stated on the accompanying entry forms. 

2. All entries will be marked in accordance with NFWI publication “On with the Show” 

2021 edition.  Details of how marks are awarded can be found in this document.  

Please refer to NFWI / My WI for information on how to download this publication.  

Also see floral art statement at 6 below. 

Standard of workmanship – 20 marks per item 

Staging and Interpretation – 20 marks each 

3. The rules for produce in the current version of “On with the Show” will be strictly 

adhered to so judges will not accept items that deteriorate quickly when not 

refrigerated.  This includes paté, fish, shellfish, yoghurt, meat, cream, raw eggs or 

cream cheese. 

4. Due to the possibility of humidity in the marquee, care should be taken when using 

sugar paste, royal icing, paper craft or any other material that may deteriorate in 

damp conditions. 

5. If food entries are not collected by the end of the show, they will be disposed of. 

6. Please see ‘On with the Show’ updated March 2023, re use of floral foam/oasis. 

 

Trophies will be presented by the Chair at a special event later in the year. 

Classes 1,2,3,4,6,7,9,10 and 11 are sponsored by the Staffordshire Agricultural Society. 

 

All entry forms and fees must reach SFWI offices by 14th May 2026.  If after submitting an 

entry, WIs, groups or individuals find they are unable to take part, please contact the office 

as soon as possible. 

 

For insurance purposes, SFWI will not be held responsible for any items used in displays.  If 

valuable items are used, they will need to be insured by the exhibitor. 

 

Queries – Please contact SFWI on 01785 223838 


