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We also have a list of Speakers on our Facebook page for Zoom talks.

CAN YOU HEAR ME?

Many speakers ask this question of our members. The loudest replies are ‘yes’ and come from
those who can. Some speakers say, ‘Oh. | don't need a microphone’. Some sit down so not all
members can see them which is frustrating.

It is time for all who have difficulty in hearing others to be ‘Heard’. This applies to every group
whether WI or not. Let us consider every one of our members by ensuring they can enjoy a
meeting as much as someone without any hearing loss.

If a hearing induction loop is available in the meeting room, make sure it is switched on and
remind those with a hearing aid to turn their device to the T position. ALL MEMBERS

deserve the same treatment as those with full hearing so let us rethink the way we present our
meetings and ensure that we have equality within every WI by supplying all speakers with a
microphone - hands free where necessary, and asking them to stand when speaking whenever
possible.



How to plan your programme and use the Speakers’ Book

When planning your programme, remember that the monthly meeting is the most vital part of WI life,
that the speaker is the highlight of the meeting and funds spent on good speakers is money well spent.

An imaginative and varied selection of talks or demonstrations will keep members interested and attract
new ones. With the help of a programme-planning sub-committee, try to provide subjects they would
like to hear. Purely social activities, parties, outings etc should be arranged as extras and not take
place instead of the monthly meeting.

This book is revised regularly and additional recommendations of speakers prepared to visit Wls are
welcome. The Staffordshire Federation does, however, reserve the right to delete, retain or add names
of speakers and demonstrators.

When booking speakers, secretaries should apply by email, or in writing enclosing a stamped
addressed envelope for reply. Printed booking forms are available from County Office. The following
points should be mentioned:

1 - Title of talk, or exact nature of demonstration, required.
2 - Date of meeting.
3 - The Speaker would appreciate a designated parking place.

4 - Place of meeting, village and hall, good directions to find the hall, including the postcode; a
sketch map is helpful; whether public transport is available; any possible charge for car parking.

5 - Time at which speaker will begin and length of time allowed for the talk.
6 - Approximate size of audience.
7 - Enquire as to equipment to be provided for a demonstration or illustrated talk.

8 - Ask about fees and travelling expenses - the cost of petrol and diesel continues to rise.

REMEMBER: When booking speakers PLEASE make sure you ask for CURRENT FEES AND
TRAVELLING EXPENSES

Remember to send a reminder to the speaker a fortnight before the Meeting - printed forms are also
available from Federation Office.

If a speaker cancels at short notice please, ring Federation Office on 01785 223838, they may be able
to help.

We do not recommend that speakers should sell items at WI meetings. If unavoidable, then ten per
cent commission on sales should be paid to the WI.

The SFWI publishes the following list of speakers in good faith, believing the details to be accurate. The
Federation does not hold itself responsible for any misunderstandings or ill effects that may arise from
the booking of any speaker on the list.

WI ADVISERS

Please get in touch with your Contact Area Adviser if you would like to arrange a visit. Wl Advisers will
discuss or speak on any aspect of WI activities, and may be contacted at short notice.



THE POWER OF THE PRESS

Do you take time to tell others what your WI gets up to? Do you have someone who is responsible
for writing Press Reports? If not, consider a shared responsibility - a rota when a different Member
writes a Report each month.

Local press are generally very happy to print WI reports so long as they meet certain criteria. It is a
very good way to raise your profile and attract Visitors to your meetings — and if they like what they
see they may become new Members.

SFWI's Press Officer has put together a Procedure Note to help you harness the Power of the
Press and would be happy to give advice on anything publicity related.

Contact: Karen Sulway - Trustee & SFWI Press Officer — email: sfwipressofficer@gmail.com

PROCEDURE NOTE PRESS OFFICER **ADD DATE **

FUNCTION;

To raise the profile of the WI and to encourage Visitors/new Members through
informative, engaging, concise and timely reports on Meetings, events and trips
through local press and, where applicable, the SFWI News Bulletin, W1 web-page and social
media such as Facebook.

Reports to WI Life can be considered when there are special events or when specific feature
items are requested.

SCOPE;

All Meetings, events and trips organised by the WI.

CONTENT;

Facebook should be two or three lines only. Other reports should be around 250 words,
submitted electronically and contain An eye-catching headline that is short and to the point
Clear reference to the WI

When the Meeting/event /trip took place

Interesting but concise details

At least one photograph attached

Time & Date & Place of the next meeting & Speaker's name and topic where further
information can be obtained

POINTS TO NOTE ;

If members are featured on any photographs, their consent must be obtained prior to
submission to the Press. However, photos taken from Facebook pages are appropriate.
A photograph of people should have at least two, preferably three clearly in shot.
Details of the photographs are to given in a footnote.

Contact details for the WI Press Officer are to be given in a footnote.

EXAMPLES OF PRESS CONTACTS ;

SFWI News Bulletin admin@sfwi.org

Staffordshire Newsletter editor@staffordshirenewsletter.co.uk

Express & Star www.expressandstar.com/your-world (Register/online form)

Lichfield Mercury mercury.editorial@cintamworth.co.uk

The Sentinel (S-o-T) robert.andrews@trinitymirror.com

newsdesk@thesentinel.co.uk

Burton Mail editorial@burtonmail.co.uk

Leek Post & Times newsdesk@thepostandtimes.co.uk

Cheadle area Online hargreavespr@outlook.com

The Stone Gazette lol_barnes@btinternet.com

Stone & Eccleshall Gazette editorial@stonegazette.com

The Village Voice dan@myvillagevoice.co.uk

Uttoxeter Voice uttoxetervoice@hotmail.co.uk

WI Magazine TheWIMagazine@nfwi.org.uk

REVIEW ; This Procedure Note will be reviewed annually but revised when necessary
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ANALIZA JONES

53 Clopton Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warkwickshire CV37 6SN mobile: 07443 565185

Tel: 01789 565075 email: simpp@yahoo.com Facebook: Analiza habi bags
The making of handwoven bags from the Philippines

Shell Craft from the Philippines

The Philippines, Culturally Quirky

Will supply a laptop and a projector—requires large table

Fee: £75 inclusive of travel — available at short notice

BOB NEILL

10 Long Croft, Aston on Trent, Derby DE72 2UH

Tel: 01332792036  email:bob.neill1 @btinternet.com

Bits and bobs — website: www.bobneillpyrography.co.uk
Guess what the items are. Old items from my grandparents village shop.

Audience participation

Fee: £70.00, plus travel expenses depending on distance. Evenings in summer only

SUE ROBINSON (WI member)

6 Barnfield Road, Upper Tean, Stoke on Trent ST10 4LA

Tel: 01538 723409 email: suecake200@live.co.uk mobile: 07736 619556
Origami—Hands On!

Needle Felted Brooch—Hands On!

Encaustic Art Demonstration

Provides own iron; PAT tested

Fee: £45.00 with additional charges for hands on, plus travel expenses of 30p per mile

CHARITABLE ORGANISATIONS

SHROPSHIRE, STAFFORDSHIRE AND CHESHIRE BLOOD BIKES

Watling Chambers, West Suite, 214 Watling St, Cannock, Staffs WS11 0BD Contact Helen Bundy
Tel: 01785 822963 email: talks@ssbbgroup.org.uk mobile: 07870 868347
Shropshire, Staffordshire and Cheshire Blood Bikes www.ssbbgroup.org.uk
Multi media presentation using own equipment

Fee: a donation is welcome, no travel expenses

COUNTRYSIDE , GARDEN AND THE ENVIRONMENT

GRACE AND MAY HOME
11 Willow Street, Burton on Trent, Staffordshire DE14 2BQ
Tel: email: hello@graceandmayhome.co.uk mobile: 07814 676583
Eco Cleaning
www.graceandmayhome.co.uk
Recycling made Easy 8.
Fee: £30 Weekday evenings only within 30 miles of Lichfield *;bw“w

RICHARD POTTER

154 Heath Street, Hednesford, Cannock WS12 4BT

Tel: email: richi154@hotmail.co.uk mobile: 07956 532247
History of the universe from the BIG BANG and Climate Change

Multimedia presentation using own equipment

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61560949678158
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HEALTH AND WELLBEING

KEITH FORREST—PHD, MSC, BA (Hons)

10 Sandringham Close, Baswich, Stafford ST17 0AB

Tel: email: keithforrest58@hotmail.com mobile: 07752 400345
You can heal yourself

Reincarnation and Past Lives

The Ascension of the Planet from 3D to 5D

Fee: £30 no travel expenses

PHILIP J LAWRENCE

Meadowfield, Sandy Lane, Hatherton CW5 7LQ mobile: 07423 434715
email: philip.j.lawrence@btinternet.com

Scam Awareness and related subjects

Safe Internet Shopping

Introduction to Al and Al Scams

Multimedia—No fee, travelling expenses at discretion of WI

CHRISTINA MARTIN (EVIE KING)

5 Argyll Court, Eridge Close, Bexhill TN39 3QX

Tel: email: eviekingwrites@yahoo.com mobile: 07719 570679
What happens if you die without a family or money? The unknown world of council funerals

How to get ahead of being dead. Lessons in prep from the chaos end of death

A combination of both talks introducing her job with all it has taught her and then giving the lessons
Website: https://linktr.ee/eviekingwrites

Fee: £50, donated to charity. Thursday and Fridays available but can be flexible for other days.

JAN MITCHELL

51 Cedar Way, Walton on the Hill, Stafford ST17 ONB

Tel: 01785 606343 email: hayes.mitchell17@gmail.com

20 ways to lift your spirits—a lively boost for your mental health

Less Stress/Sleep Well—two separate talks for your wellbeing

Mind your body language—how to be more aware of your own and read other people’s
Fee: £69.00 plus travel expenses. May be able to speak at short notice.

HISTORY

DR MICHAEL GOLDSTEIN CBE

78 Whitehouse Drive, Lichfield, Staffordshire WS13 8FE

Tel: email: michael.goldstein@btinternet.com mobile: 07910 153587
Who killed my Dad? — a personal 60-year journey to discover who killed my father, how he died and what
happened next. He was Sgt Jack Goldstein RAFVR, the only member of a seven man crew to be killed when
his Lancaster Bomber was shot down during a final WW2.

Multimedia presentation using own equipment

Fee: Optional fee at host’s discretion—donated by speaker to The National Memorial Arboretum

Will travel up to a 50 mile radius of Lichfield

JESS BOYDON-JUCKES
Royal Airforce Museum, Cosford, Lysander Avenue Shifnal, Shropshire TF11 8UP

email: jess.boydon@rafmuseum.org mobile: 07708 944753
Women in Aviation
The incredible story of famous Chinook helicopter Bravo November website: www.rafstories.org
Multi media presentation using own equipment but will require screen or white wall for projection
Fee: no fee but a donation to the museum would be welcome, no travel expenses
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VANESSA MORGAN
26 Rockcliffe Close, Church Gresley, Derbyshire DE11 9FD

Tel: email: vanessa62472@hotmail.co.uk mobile: 07746 800484
Stories Grandad Told
Murder Most Foul: (local murders of 19th century) website: vanessamorgan.yolasite.com

Lavinia, Princess or Fake
Multimedia, laptop supplied
Fee: £50-£70. No travelling expenses. Willing to travel up to an hour from home

JOHN PARNELL

98 Regent Street, Nuneaton CV11 4BL

Tel: email: john@hoopguy.com mobile: 07946 413452
The History of the Circus- a fun talk, demonstration and ‘have a go’ session

The History of Hula Hooping-a fun talk, demonstration and ‘have a go’ session

The History of Balloon modelling- a fun talk, demonstration and ‘have a go’ session

Fee: £75, travelling expenses free upto a radius of 30 miles from home, 50ppm thereafter

Website: https://www.hoopguy.com

RICHARD POTTER

154 Heath Street, Hednesford, Cannock WS12 4BT

Tel: email: richi154@hotmail.co.uk mobile: 07956 532247
The Medici Family, Banking and Renaissance Art

Multimedia presentation using own equipment

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61560949678158

Fee: £50. No travelling expenses.

DEAN NIXON AND NORMA SHAW
23 Lowell Drive, Park Hall, Weston Coyney, Stoke on Trent, Staffs ST3 5RX

Tel: 01782 327168 email: DEANNIXON@BTINTERNET.COM mobile: 07941 953271
1950s—A Nostalgic Journey
Let’s all go to the Music Hall website: gossamerimages.co.uk

A Cat, a Cow and a Coach! The magic of pantomime
Multimedia presentation using own equipment
Fee: £60.00, plus travel expenses of 50p a mile after first 20 miles; will travel up to 50 minutes

CAROLINE SPEIRS

51 Briarswood, Biddulph, Staffordshire ST8 6BW

Tel: 01782 510446 email: cnmspeirs@aol.com mobile: 07836 666089
My Mum Flew Spitfires

The Women of the Air Transport Auxillary 1939-1945

Multimedia

Fee: £50 plus travel expenses, depending on distance over 45 minutes away.

PAUL WILKINS

22 Wychbold Crescent, Birmingham B33 9SY

Tel: 0121 256 0387 email: paulwilkinsbarmouth@gmail.com mobile:
Yellow Faces, Brave Hearts—the unknown stories of the Canary Girls in World War One
Deeds not Words: The Suffrage Movement and the fight for the vote

The Roses of No Man’s Land: The stories of nurses in the Great War

Multimedia provides own equipment

Fee: £70 plus £25 travelling expenses
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LANGUAGE AND DRAMA

BERT FLITCROFT

79 Church Lane, Fradley, Lichfield WS13 8NJ

Tel: email: bflitcroft@btinternet.com mobile: 07583 362969
Writing about ‘family life’ website: bertflitcroft-poetry.com
Fee: £80.00 plus travel expenses of £10.

RICHARD POTTER

154 Heath Street, Hednesford, Cannock WS12 4BT

Tel: email: richi154@hotmail.co.uk mobile: 07956 532247
Dylan Thomas Poetry and Under Milk Wood

Multimedia presentation using own equipment

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61560949678158

Fee: £50. No travelling expenses. #

IAN WARD @

5 Bentons Lane, Great Wyrley, Staffs WS6 6EF

Tel: 01922 416233 email: ianward4@aol.com mobile: 07538 204838
My Life in Social Work with related poetry

A working poet’s rough guide to poetry

What sort of poem would you like to hear?

Fee: £40 plus travelling expenses of 25p per mile. Will travel up to 40 miles radius of WS6

MEL WARDLE WOODEND

181 West Way, Stafford ST17 9UU

Tel: email: melwoodendwriting@gmail.com mobile: 07581 244393
Hearing Loss: Deaf Gain—talk about hearing loss, deaf gain, sound support dog and PHD journey

Flood and Drought—environmental poetry as a vehicle to raise awareness of the climate crisis

The Colour of Feelings— talk on poetry as a tool for emotional well being, interspersed with poetry readings
Fee: £50 plus £10 towards Uber or train

MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT

JONATHAN BADDELEY

Beech Tree House, Manor Road, Baldwins Gate, Newcastle, Staffs ST5 5ET
Tel: 01782 680587 email: j.baddeley4578@btinternet.com

The Lancashire Lad and his Uke! - Life story of George Formby in word and song
Music from the 1950s and 1960s

Music with a festival flavour for the Christmas season

Fee: negotiable, travel expenses included

DAVID PAYNE

46 Home Farm Park, Lee Green Lane, Church Minshull, Nantwich, Cheshire CW3 6ED

Tel: email: David.f.payne58@gmail.com

They don’t write them like this anymore. Look back at the songs of our youth and the memories
Fee: £70, travelling expenses £15, south of Stoke and Newcastle
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RICHARD POTTER

154 Heath Street, Hednesford, Cannock WS12 4BT

Tel: email: richi154@hotmail.co.uk mobile: 07956 532247
Classical Music and Amazing Stories

Multimedia presentation using own equipment

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61560949678158

Fee: £50. No travelling expenses. Will travel up to 30 miles radius of WS12 4BT

STEVE AND JULIE WIGLEY

1(d) Carlisle Avenue, Littleover, Derby DE23 3ET

Tel: 01332 726217 email: sandjw.music937@gmail.com mobile: 07596 997454
The Songs and Stories—Music and Chat

The Big Garden Birdwatch—slideshow and poetry/songs

Songs of the Season— Winter and Christmas

Multimedia presentation

Fee: £60 including travel expenses

PERSONAL HISTORY AND EXPERIENCES

RICHARD COBOURNE

9 West Acre, Llanmaes, Vale of Glamorgan CF61 2XQ

Tel: email: Richard@cobourne.com mobile: 07860 747488
Write from What you Know—I shouldn’t really be telling you this! website: www.cobourne.com

How thriller novels are researched, constructed and written including background to his life.

Multimedia presentation, pictorial. Provides own laptop/projector but not screen

No fee or travelling expenses

JOHN DELANEY

5 Dinmore Grange, Hartshorne, Derbyshire DE11 7NJ

Tel: email: john.delaney3@btinternet.com mobile: 07774 215087
From Accountant to Author via the shelves of Hamleys and a No 1 on the iTunes classical chart (my
writing journey)

A guide to independent publishing of a novel website: www.jurassic-jemma.co.uk
Multimedia Presentation

Fee: £50, travelling expenses free upto 20 mile radius of home, 45ppm thereafter

LUCY FELTHOUSE

1 Hawthorn Rise, Newhall, Swadlincote, Derbyshire DE11 ONN

Tel: email: lucy@lucyfelthouse.co.uk mobile: 07738 387956
The life of a steamy romance author—an honest and often humorous talk on how she got started and her
journey to where she is now. Q&A session afterwards

Fee: £60 weekdays, £75 weekend plus carparking charges

Travel expenses 5ppm. Willing to travel up to 30 miles from DE11
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JAMES ELLSON

Farlands House, Kinder Road, Hayfield, High Peak SK22 2LJ mobile: 07958 930049
Tel: 01663 744010 email: ellson3@hotmail.com website: https://jamesellson.com/

The Long Road to Publication: a talk of a twin career of detective and crime writer and how it took ten
years to publish a debut novel, The Trall

Five Hours Up, Five Hours Down: Soloing the Matterhorn—repeated attempts to climb it, the ascent and
the terrible postscript!

Other talks available

The (Apple) Trees & The Bees—symbiotic relationships between trees, honeybees and humans
Multimedia, provides own equipment

Fee: £95 plus travelling expenses

GRAHAM SHORT

Flat 5, 139 Hole Lane, Birmingham B31 2DE

Tel: 0121 604 5206 email: graham. Short@freeuk.com mobile: 07812 083911
My Life as a Micro-Artist—the most amazing Power Point presentation ever seen. Entertaining
anecdotes from the former Royal Engraver and the celebrities he has met and worked with.

Power Point presentation, provides own equipment

Fee: £120, no travelling expenses

TRAVEL AND INTERNATIONAL TOPICS

RODNEY PAUL

Highland House, 19 Jacks Lane, Marchington ST14 8LW

Tel: email: Rodney.paul@btinternet.com mobile: 07984
976164

Passionate about penguins—an introduction to penguins

The Antarctic Adventures of Sir Ernest Shackleton

Quest for the South Pole

Multi-media presentation. Provides projector but not screen

Fee: £65 plus travelling expenses of 44p per mile. Available at short notice

IAN PETTIT

56 The Green, Castle Donnington, Derby DE74 2JX

Tel: 01332 853505 email: ianpettit77@gmail.com mobile: 07908 338592
Travel Talks on Britain, Scotland, Ireland, Peak District and East Midlands

My Hobby Photography—an illustrated talk Website: ianpettitphotography.co.uk

Across Continents—a collection of stories and pictures from Australia, New Zealand, India, Canada
and South America

Multi media presentation using own equipment
Fee: £50.00, plus travel expenses of 40p a mile over 30 miles
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